
 Repeat 
 Spend time focusing on your child while you are playing together. 
 Repeat what he says to you. This will let him know that you are listening and will also 

increase his language learning. 
 Always remember to repeat what your child has said in a grammatically correct way (for 

example if your child says “I do it” you say “I can do it”). 
 Place a slight emphasis on the words that your child leaves out or says incorrectly. 

 Model 
 Children learn language through listening to others. 
 Talk about what you are doing every day. 
 Don’t worry if you think your child can’t understand you. She will only learn if you give her 

the opportunity. 

 Expand 
 Expand on your child’s sentence (e.g. If your child says “car” you could say “that’s right, 

mummy’s car”). 
 Use sentences that are slightly longer than the sentences your child is able to  
 say. 
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Using signs aids understanding by giving your child a visual cue. Remember to get your child’s attention before you 
speak to them.  
 Always say the word you are signing 
 Only sign key-words 
 Use signs all the time 

Key-word Signs 
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