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Children who have a language delay often have difficulty asking and answering questions. Asking questions is not just 
about finding the right words but is also about the desire to know more about other people and the big wide world.  
 
Asking questions is important for 
 understanding the world 
 taking control 
 decreasing anxiety 
 making friends 
 
In order to help you child learn how to ask questions it is important to first emphasise that we don’t always know what 
another person is thinking or what is going to happen next.  
Try these leading statements: 

 I wonder what ….. 
 Do you think we should ….. 
 Why do you think …. 
 I’d like to know … 

These intriguing statements are not  for your child to answer, but are simply to get them thinking about the importance 
of asking questions. Always answer these questions for your child. 
 
 

Only ask 1 question for every 5 comments - so make it a good one! 

Wait (count to five) ...but then always answer questions if your child is unable to. 
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Asking Questions 
Key-word Signs 

Using signs aids understanding by giving your child a visual cue. Remember to get your child’s attention before you 
speak to them.  
 Always say the word you are signing 
 Only sign key-words 
 Use signs all the time 
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